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WELCOME MESSAGES

BPW ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Economic Empowerment of 

Women and Young Entrepreneurs

Contact Ameena
00973 32313132
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Dr. Catherine Bosshart
Message from BPW International President

	 Dear Regional Coordinator Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri,
	 Dear Sub-Regional Coordinators of Asia-Pacific,
	 Dear Members of the International Executive,
	 Dear Shaikha Hend Al Khalifa,
	 Dear Presidents,
	 Dear Members,
	 It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the Regional Conference of Asia-Pacific 
during the triennium 2021 to 2024. My thanks go to our respected host, HRH Sheika Hind, 
and her team for the organization of this conference and the warm welcome she gave to all of 
us. We are looking forward to an exciting conference and hope that you all go empowered back 
to your home country and continue your fantastic work. 
	 The Region of Asia-Pacific has increased in this triennium by 12% of membership, in 
numbers by 404 members, and is still growing. We could see the fabulous work our Young 
BPWs of the region did in the Symposium of South-East Asia in Taoyuan (Taiwan). During 
my travels in Asia-Pacific this spring, I was stunned by the number of incredible projects each 
federation was executing for the benefit of women and girls in the region.
	 On the International level, we were overwhelmed by the solidarity our sisters of Asia-Pacific 
showed our Club in Ukraine and to the refugees of Ukraine in different European countries. 
With these funds, we could finance important projects after the aggression of Russia and the 
outbreak of war. The solidarity was also extended to our members in Türkiye who suffered 
through the terrible earthquake in the south of the country. Thank you all so very much for 
your sisterhood and your support. Your actions show that we are globally standing together in 
good and in difficult times.
	 I wish you all an inspiring conference. There will be an occasion for the Youngs to connect 
with me personally during the President’s breakfast. For all the other members I would like to 
engage in conversation with you during coffee breaks and meals. See you hopefully soon in the 
hospitable Kingdom of Bahrain.

Warmest regards,
Dr. Catherine Bosshart

International President 2021-2024
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Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri
BPW International

Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator

	 Dear BPW Asia Pacific Sisters, Greetings from The Asia Pacific Region.Welcome 
to The BPW International Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2023 in Bahrain. I am glad 
that BPW International President, Dr. Catherine Bosshart and many Executive Board 
Members can join us at the conference. I would like to thank Shaikha Hend Alkhalifa, 
the IFBPW Bahrain President and the BPW Bahrain Organizing Committee for their 
hard work in preparing and organizing this conference. 

	 Their are many knowledgeable speakers and moderators in our programs, ready 
to share their experiences for us. I hope this conference will be opportunities for all 
attendees to exchange ideas, information and meet new friends. “New Actions Through 
Cooperation” is our BPW International Theme. Our BPW Asia Pacific Goals are 5Es: 
Education, Empowerment, Economy, Elderly and Ecosystem. Our Strategies are 3Cs:  
Creativity, Cooperation and Connections. 

	 I would like to convey my appreciation to our Sub Regional Coordinators, the 
Asia Pacific Committee Members and our Affiliate Presidents of 27 countries in our 
Region, for their good works and fruitful projects in this Triennium. 

	 “Economic Empowerment of Women and Young Entrepreneurs” is the Theme 
for this conference. I believe this Theme is suitable for us in these presents days when 
Digital and Technology developed very fast. There are many challenges around us. 
Those who can find balance and can be adjusted accordingly will survive. Let us 
cooperate, networking and leave no one behind. 

Best regards,
Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri
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H.H. Sheikha Dr. Hissah AL Sabah
President of Council of Arab Business Women

BPW Asia Pacific Sub-Regional Coordinator of West Asia

Dear BPW Sisters
	 It is my real pleasure to welcome you to the Asia Pacific Regional Conference of BPW 
International. It is the first time that this conference is hosted in an Arab Speaking country 
in West Asia in the Kingdom of Bahrain. Dr. Lena Madison Phillips Founder of International 
Federation of Business and Professional Women had a dream of expanding BPW International 
in the Arab world. As President of Arab Business Women Council and Sub-Regional Coordinator 
of the West Asia of BPW International that includes the Arab States I am very glad that BPW 
Membership have expanded to include almost all the Arab States in Asia in realization of the 
dream of our founder Dr. Lena Madison Phillipps.
	 We gather here in the Kingdom of Bahrain to celebrate the power and achievements of 
women in the business and professional world.
	 In this ever-evolving landscape, it is crucial that we come together as a collective force, 
united in our aspirations and dedicated to fostering an environment where women can thrive. 
We must collaborate, share knowledge, and leverage our network to amplify our impact across 
industries and sectors.
	 As business and professional women, we possess a unique blend of skills, talents, and 
perspectives. Our ability to lead, innovate, and create positive change is unparalleled. It is our 
responsibility to champion the cause of Gender Equality and Women Empowerment and promote 
the advocacy pillars of BPW International to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and 
realize our objectives by actions through cooperation as our international theme of this triennium.
	 I extend my deepest gratitude to BPW Bahrain for hosting this Asia Pacific Regional 
conference and for their warm hospitality. I applaud the Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator 
Dr. Narudee for her efforts in the region and for the success of this conference.
	 In closing, let us embrace the spirit of this conference and carry it forward into our 
respective corners of the world. Let us be bold, be fearless, and be relentless in our pursuit of 
gender equality. Together, we can shape a future where every woman has the opportunity to 
succeed, where her dreams know no bounds, and where her achievements are celebrated.
	 Wishing all of you a great successful conference and an enjoyable stay in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Shaikha Hend Bint Salman Alkhalifa
BPW Bahrain President

Dear BPW Asia Pacific Sisters 

	 Welcome to the Kingdom of Bahrain. I would like to express my 
gratitude and appreciation to your participation in the BPW International 
Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2023 in Bahrain.

	 We look forward to share our experience and success stories from many 
countries.

	 Our effort to invite knowledgeable speakers and moderators is our 
focus in all sessions. 

	 It’s a platform to discuss and look for opportunities. Over the last 10 
years of our foundation our endeavor was to provide incubators to enable 
start ups and small businesses grow. It is unity and solidarity that promoted 
our progress. We enable others to grow, Your success is ours, You are not 
alone.

Best Regards 
Hend Bint Salman Al Khalifa 
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Business and Professional
Women International

BPW Asia Pacific

BPW International

Dr. Lena Madesin Phillips,
Founder of International
Federation of Business and
Professional Women

	 The International Federation of Business and Professional Women 
(BPW International) was founded by Dr. Lena Madesin Phillips in 1930. 
BPW International is one of the most influential international networks 
of business and professional women with affiliates in over100 countries in 
five continents. Its members include influential women leaders, entrepreneurs, 
business owners, executives, professionals and young business and professional 
women.

Mission: BPW develops the professional, business and leadership potential 
of women through skill building, networking advocacy, mentoring around 
the world.

Aim: To develop professional and leadership potentials for women at all 
levels.

UN Connection: The root of BPW’s advocacy is embedded in the work 
with the United Nations. BPW lobbied for the formation of the Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW) and supported many women’s issues. BPW 
was awarded a Peace Messenger Certificate from UN Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar in 1987. Esther Hymer, BPW representative at the 
UN, was the first Chair of NGO CSW committee and was named as one of 
three women playing a significant role in the work of the UN Commission 
by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in 1997.

	 Today, BPW continues its representation at UN Headquarters in 
New York, Vienna, Geneva; UN regional offices (UNECA, UNECE, UNESCAP, 
UNESCWA, UNECLAC); UNESCO, UNICEF, ILO, WHO, UNCTAD, 
UNIDO, FAO, UN DPI; Council of Europe; European Women’s Lobby and 
continues to work closely with UN Women

Status:
•  Consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social 	      
    Council (ECOSOC) since 1947,
•  Consultative status with the Council of Europe since 1977
•  Member of Civil Society of Organization of American States (OAS)    
    since 2009

Partnerships / Coalition:
• UN Women
• UN Global Compact
• International Trade Center
• Global Summit of Women
• Conferences of Non-Government Organizations (CoNGO) 
• Project Five-O
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Past International Presidents from Asia and the Pacific

BPW International Executives Board 2021-2024
“New Actions through Cooperation”

1.  BPW International President
     Dr. Catherine Bosshart, Switzerland/France
2.  Past International President 2017-2020
     Dr. Amany Asfour, Egypt 
3.  1st Vice President United Nations
     Chularat Israngkool Na Ayutthaya, Thailand
4.  2nd Vice President Membership
     Dr. Giuseppina Seidita, Italy
5.  Executive Finance Officer
     Dr. Eufemia Ippolito, Italy
6.  Executive Secretary
     Jenny Gulamani-Abdulla, JD, Canada

7.   Regional Coordinator Africa
      Hadia Gondji, Nigeria
8.   Regional Coordinator Asia Pacific
      Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri, Thailand
9.   Regional Coordinator Europe 
      Anu Viks, Estonia
10. Regional Coordinator Latin America 
       Diana Barragan, Ecuador/Mexico
11. Regional Coordinator North America & 
      The Caribbean, Dawne Williams, St. Kitts & Nevis
12. Young BPW Representative
      Tomi Odunsi Fadina, Nigeria
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UN Connections
	 The root of BPW’s advocacy is embedded in the work with the United Nations. BPW 
lobbied for the formation of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and supported 
many women’s issues. BPW was awarded a Peace Messenger Certificate from UN 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar in 1987. Esther Hymer, BPW representative at 
the UN, was the first Chair of NGO CSW committee and was named as one of three women 
playing a significant role in the work of the UN Commission by Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
in 1997.

Today, BPW continues its representation at UN Headquarters in New York, Vienna, Geneva; 
UN regional offices (UNECA, UNECE, UNESCAP, UNESCWA, UNECLAC); UNESCO, 
UNICEF, ILO, WHO, UNCTAD, UNIDO, FAO, UN DPI; Council of Europe; European 
Women’s Lobby and continues to work closely with UN Women (images from UN website).
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Status
	 Consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
since 1947 Consultative status with the Council of Europe since 1977 Member of Civil Society 
of Organization of American States (OAS) since 2009. 

History
	 BPW International was founded as International Federation of Business and Professional 
Women IFBPW in Geneva, Switzerland, on August 26, 1930, on the initiative of Dr. Lena 
Madesin Phillips. As President of the National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs of the United States of America, she organized several “Goodwill Tours” to Europe in 
1928 and 1929.

	 Hundreds of American women participated in these tours with the purpose of meeting 
business and professional women in Europe and promoting affiliation with them. The founding 
member countries of the international federation were Austria, Canada, France, Great Britain, 
Italy and the United States of America. Dr. Lena Madesin Phillips was elected as the first IFBPW 
President and served until 1947.

	 The International Federation of Business and Professional Women is a non-governmental 
organization (NGO) that has had Consultative Status with the United Nations through the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 1947. 

	 At present there are a total of twenty-seven members serving as representatives of IFBPW 
at the United Nations and its subsidiary organs, specialized agencies and related organizations.
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Standing Order
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We ask

That we meet together as women, not allowing
beliefs, religion, nationality, ethnicity or language to 
come between us.

That these meetings enable us to move forward and 
advance the status of women throughout the world.

That the value of women be recognised in
our families, our communities, our workplaces, 
our country and the world.

That we use our good ideas, our knowledge,
our experience to promote the worth of women.

That we combine our strengths to move forward
in peace, serenity and in love.

That women of all generations will do Their part to 
achieve harmony and Equality among all human 
beings.

COLLECT
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   19Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   19 11/4/2023   01:52:2311/4/2023   01:52:23



20

No 
Poverty

Zero 
Hunger

Quality
Education

Gender
Equality

Economic
Growth

Climate
Action

Life
Below
Water

Partnership
for the
Goal

Life
on Land

Peace,
Justice,

& strong
Institution

Reduced
Inequalities

Sustainable
Cities

Respon-
sible

Consum-
ption

Clean
Energy

Industry,
Innovation,

 Infrastructure

Clean
Water

& Sanitation

Good Health
& Well Being

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08
09

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Economic empowerment
 of women & young

 Entrepreneurs

Economic Empowerment
of Women & Young

Entrepreneurs

Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   20Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   20 11/4/2023   01:52:2311/4/2023   01:52:23



21

ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Economic Empowerment of Women and Young Entrepreneurs

New Actions Through Co operation 
Education: Empowerment: Economy: Elderly: Ecosystem 

5 – 9 November 2023 

Sunday 5 November 2023 - PRE CONFERENCE EVENTS

Monday 6 November 2023 - CONFERENCE DAY 1

From the early
morning hours to
the evening

19.30

15:30 - 19:00

9:00- 9:30

9:45-10:15

10:20-10:50

19:00

-Arrival of delegations to the hotels (Gulf hotel /Ramada hotel)
(Representatives will be at the airport and the hotel)

Reception Dinner at the Bahrain International Federation of 
Business & Professional Women Centre (ANDALUS GARDEN) 
Entrepreneurs Centre (Optional: National Dress)

Registration of Delegates

Reception & registration of all delegates at the venue 

Opening and Welcome speeches by: 
1. Shaikha Hend Bint Salman Alkhalifa:  President BPW Bahrain
2. Dr Narudee Kiengsiri:  BPW International Asia Pacific Regional 
    Coordinator  
3. Dr Catherine Bosshart:  BPW International President

Keynote Speech 
Economic Empowerment of Women through Supporting Entre-
preneurship 
Moderator: Mrs Afnan AlZayani
Keynote speaker 
• H.E. Maha Almufeez CEO Of Tamkeen

Busses leave (meet at the hotel lobby)
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Monday 6 November 2023 - CONFERENCE DAY 1

10:55 -11:25 Coffee and networking

11:30
12:30

12:35-13:35

High Level Panel 1
Topic: “Global Prospects and Initiatives for Economic Empowerment 
of Women and Promoting Entrepreneurship towards realizing 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”  
Moderator: 
Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri, BPW Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator, 
BPW Thailand
Speakers 
1.  Dr. Amany Asfour, Chair of Partnerships Taskforce and 
     BPW International Immediate Past President  
2.  Carolyn Savage, Director, Savage Asia-Pacific Consultants Ltd, 
     BPW New Zealand
3.  Carmen Zogheib, President BPW Lebanon 

High Level Panel 2 
Topic: Economic Empowerment of Women through promoting 
Women on Boards and Career Development   

Moderator: Ahmed Janahi  
Speakers:
1.  Mr Abdulkarim Bucheery
     Chairperson of Bahrain Bosra 
2.  Ms Dana Bukhamas 
     (BAPCO) Bahrain 
3.  Mr. Basim Mohamed Alsaie 
     Bahrain Chamber Member 
4.  Chularat (Toyting) Israngkool Na Ayutthaya, BPW Thailand 
     BPW International 1st Vice President, United Nations 2021-
     2024
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Monday 6 November 2023 - CONFERENCE DAY 1

13:35-14:05 Coffee and networking 
(room readjusted for panel sessions)

14:10 – 15:10 High Level Panel 3 Topic: Successful Stories
3.1  Women Entrepreneurs achieving Gender Equality    
        through leadership and partnerships.

Moderator: Merrilee May
		  President BPW Pago (American Samoa)
Speakers:
1.  Shaima Abdelaziz | Egypt
      CEO GoChat247 
2.   Dr. Su Hla Han  
       President of BPW Myanmar
3.    Rozaini Binti Nawawi
       President of BPW Malaysia
4.    Susil Nelson-Kongoi 
        CEO PNG Institute of Banking & Business Management (IBBM)
5.    Maitha Al Kathiri | Abu Dhabi
      Director in the Commercial Department at Abu Dhabi Airports

3.2  Women Entrepreneurs achieve Gender Equality by Ending    
        Poverty and Providing Social Protection 

Moderator: Carolyn Savage | New Zealand 
		  BPW International Constitution Advisory 
		  Committee (CAC) Chair
Speakers:
1.   Dr. Shafeeqa Al Ameri | UAE 
      BPW Dubai President1
2.   Anu Viks | Estonia
       BPW Europe Regional Coordinator 
3.    Myrna Yao | Philippines 
       BPW Asia Pacific - ASEAN Sub Regional Coordinator
4.    Salwa Saleh Alshaibani | UAE 
       CEO Of Alshaibani Hi-Tech & Condor
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Monday 6 November 2023

15:15 -15:30
15:30 -16:30

16:30-18:30 

3.3   Digital Age Young Career Women success through Innovation    
         and Technology Change 

Moderator: Chiahua Li | Taiwan 
BPW Asia Pacific Young BPW Representative
Speakers:
1.   Jun Sawada | Japan
      BPW Japan, Business and Technology
2.   Christine Heinze | Germany 
      BPW Germany, Professional in Banking and Finance
3.   Chavalan  Atthasuwan | Thailand 
      BPW Bangkok Young BPW Representative
4.   Avipsa Prasai | Nepal
      Young BPW Nepal

Group Photo
Lunch

BPW Business Session I

Venue: Grand Ballroom

Chair:  Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri, Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator

	 • Opening Remarks by Dr. Catherine Bosshart, 

  	    BPW International President

	 • Opening Remark by Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri, BPW International  	

	    Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator

	 • Reports from BPW International Executives

	 • Reports from Asia Pacific Regional Committee Members 

	 • Presentation of Voting Process by Carolyn Savage, 

 	    BPW Asia Pacific Constitution Advisor 

	 • Candidate Speeches to the Conference, 3 minutes each
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Monday 6 November 2023

18:30

19:30

19:50

20:00

20:30

21:00

Time to go get ready for Reception

Reception:  Grand Hall, Gulf Hotel

MC - announcement

Presidents Parade - participating in the conference (in traditional 
dresses)
	 i.  BPW International Flag by President Dr Catherine Bosshart
	 ii.  UN Flag by APRC Narudee Kiengsiri and 1st Vice President 	
	      Chularat (Toyting) Israngkool Na Ayutthaya
	 iii.  Bahrain Flag by Shaikha Hend Alkhalifa 

	 iv.  Presidents’ Parade

Official opening of the BPW International Asia Pacific Regional Con-

ference 2023

•  Speakers 

	 1. Sheikha Hend bint Salman Al Khalifa, President of the Bahrain 

	     International Federation of Business and Professional Women

	 2.  H.E. Abdulla Fakhroo Minister of Industry & Commerce, 		

	      Kingdom of Bahrain 

	 3.  H.H. Sheikha Dr. Hissah AL Sabah,  

	      President of Council of Arab Business Women 

	      BPW Asia Pacific Sub Regional Coordinator West Asia 

	 4.  Dr Narudee Kiengsiri, BPW Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator  

	 5.  Dr Catherine Bosshart, BPW International President 

Official Dinner 

Hosted by Ministry of Industry and commerce 
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Tuesday 7 November 2023

Wednesday 8 November 2023

7:00 – 8:30

10:00 -14:00

11:15-11:45

14:00-15:00

10:00-14:00

11:45-14:00

15:00-17:00

9:00 – 9:25

9:30-10:30

9:15 – 11:15

Breakfast of BPW International President and Young BPW attendees.
At the Ramada Hotel 

Tour for the those who are not attending any meetings  

Coffee and networking

Lunch & networking 

Tour for those not attending any meetings 

Dinner…… free evening

BPW Business Session II:
Venue:  	 Grand Ballroom 
Chair:   	 Narudee Kiengsiri, Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator 
Country Reports by Presidents of BPW Affiliate Federations and
Affiliate Clubs in Asia-Pacific, 3 minutes each

Amendments for BPW International Constitution and Regulations by 
International President Dr Catherine Bosshart and CAC Chair Carolyn 
Savage

Sign in to attend BPW International Asia-Pacific Presidents’ Meeting
Infront of the presidents meeting room 3 tables 
Table 1 – Register, name list, delegates/ alternate
Table 2 -  Finance (confirm dues are all paid in full)
Table 3 – Credential, voting delegates

BPW Asia-Pacific Presidents’ Meeting
(voting delegates and by invitation only)
•  Standing Orders
•  Election of Minutes Secretary, Scrutineers, Timekeepers, 
    Parliamentarian
•  Roll Call
•  Collect
•  Minutes of Previous Presidents’ Meeting (22 September 2021)

BPW International Congress Overview
Chair:  Dr Catherine Bosshart, BPW International President
An overview of congress, pre and post International Board meetings, 
the General Assembly and what is required when e.g. the countdown.
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Wednesday 8 November 2023

10:30-10:45

12:30 – 13:30

14:30 – 15:00

10:50-12:30

13:30 – 14:30

15:30 – 16:30

16:45 - 17:15

18:30

Coffee and networking

Lunch

Coffee & networking

Buses leave (meet at the hotel lobby)

•  Resolutions from the Region
•  Regulations final review/changes if accepted

Voting of:
•  Amended BPW Asia Pacific Regulations 
•  Regional Coordinator Candidate 
   (Selected to be Nominated for Election at the Congress 2024)

Other General Business:
BPW Business Matters Asia-Pacific Committee

Leaders’ Summit – Session 1 
•  New Actions through Cooperation 
    BPW International President Dr.  Catherine Bosshart
•  Asia Pacific Regional Goals & Strategies Dr.  Narudee Kiengsiri,    
    Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator 
•   Projects: Opportunities & Benefits 
     Immediate Past International President and Chair of Partnerships    
    Taskforce Dr Amany Asfour 
•   The Art of Communication 
     Dr Narudee Kiengsiri, Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator                              

Leaders’ Summit – Session 2
Table discussions/workshops
•  BPW International President Dr. Catherine Bosshart

Closing Remarks / Proposal for the next APR Conference 
•  Announcement of Successful Candidate Selected for the next 
    Regional Coordinator
•   BPW International President, Dr. Catherine Bosshart
•   BPW Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator, Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri 
•   BPW Bahrain Federation President, Sheikha Hend Bint Salman 
     Alkhalifa
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Wednesday 8 November 2023

Thursday 9 November 2023

19:00

19:00

GALA DINNER at ART-AMWAJ
(Party dress or Traditional dress optional)
•  Thank you/acknowledgements
•  Award presentations
•   Performances from BPW Asia Pacific Region member countries
•   Farewells

Departure of Delegates
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SPEAKER PROFILES
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OBITUARIES
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OBITUARIES – MEMBERS / NAMES / PHOTOS

BPW Asia-Pacific Members of the following Federations that have passed away 
during this triennium…..

BPW THAILAND

BPW AUSTRALIA

Chonchanok (Nok) Viravan (1962-2022)
BPW Thailand

•  BPW Past International President 2005-2008
•  BPW Thailand (Past President)

Dr. Janis Shaw (2022)
BPW Australia

•  BPW Australia Past President 2014-2016

Dr. Patricia Harrison, OAM (1937-2022)
BPW Australia

•  BPW International President 1999-2002 
•  BPW Australia (Life Member & Past President)
•  BPW Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator

Judith van Unen, (1949-2022)
BPW Australia

•  BPW Australian Past President (2000-2004)
•  BPW International Elections Chair (at a number of 
    BPW Congresses)
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OBITUARIES – MEMBERS / NAMES / PHOTOS

BPW NEW ZEALAND

BPW JAPAN

Alix Haywood (1927-2022), 
BPW New Zealand

•  BPW New Zealand Past President 1983-1985
•  Acknowledge Alix Haywood Newsletter Award and her    
    organising skills for the NZ hosted Congress 1984.

Audrey Harris, QSM, (1933-2022)
BPW New Zealand

•  BPW New Zealand Past President 1989-1991
•  Life Member 1992
•  International Chair –Projects:1991 to 1993, 1993-?

Masako Hiramatsu – BPW Japan (5th January 2022)
BPW Japan

•  BPW Japan 
•  Past Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator

Maureen Eardly-Wilmot, (1937-2022), 
BPW New Zealand

•  BPW New Zealand Past President 1998-2001
•  BPW International UN Committee and its Chair of 
    Violence Against Women (2002).
•  She received both the 1990 New Zealand Commemoration 
    Medal and the 1993 New Zealand Suffrage Centennial 
    Medal for services to women.
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Your Notes & Thoughts
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BPW ASIA PACIFIC REPORTS 
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BPWI Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator Activities

Executive Board Meeting (virtual), 22 May 2021

Executive Board Meeting  26 June 2021BPWI General Assembly 2021(virtual)

BPW International Celebrate 91st Aniversary, 24 August 2021
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BPW Asia Pacific Presidents’ Meeting (virtual), 22 September 2021

BPW 17th European Conference & Young Symposium, Reykjavik, Iceland, 27-29 May 2022

Global Summit of Women 2022 (GSW), 23-25 June, Bangkok, Thailand
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BPW International Executive Board Meeting, Saanenmöser, Switzerland   1-9 Oct. 2022

BPWI Executive Board Meeting, New York, USA & BPW Leaders Summit 2 March 2023

BPW Africa Regional Conference, Arusha, Tanzania & 92nd Anniversary of BPW International, 25-27 Aug. 2022
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CSW67 Commission on the Status of Women, United Nation, New York 6-17 March 2023

BPW Pakistan 69th Anniversary, Karachi & Visit BPW Islamabad, Pakistan 19-26 March 2023

Claire Fulcher Dinner, New York, USA, 5 March 2023
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Globle Summit of Women 2023  (GSW), Dubai 4-9 May 2023

BPW Latin America Regional Conference, Santiago, Chile 5-10 September 2023

3rd BPWI Asia Pacific Young Symposium, Taoyuan, Taiwan 21-23 April 2022
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BPWI Executive Board Meeting, Saanenmoser, Switzerland 2-8 October 2023

BPWI Asia Pacific Regional Conference, Manama, Bahrain 5-9 November 2023

BPW Australia National Conference, Dawin, Australia 17-19 November 2023

Visit BPW Philippines, Manila, Philippines 2-8 Oct. 2023

Shaikha Hend Bint 
Salman Alkhalifa

BPW Bahrain
President

Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri
BPW International

Asia Pacific
Regional Coordinator

H.H. Sheikha Dr. Hissah AL Sabah
 BPW Asia Pacific

Sub Regional Coordinator
West Asia
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BPW ASIA-PACIFIC 
ASEAN SUB-REGION REPORT 2021-2023
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Catarina (Hyun Park) 
East Asia Sub-Regional Coordinator, Asia-Pacific, BPW International (2021-2024)

We all had no choice but to passively engage in BPW activities over the past two years due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Fortunately, this year, five countries in East Asia are putting various BPW goals 
into practice, and I am proud to report on our activities in our sub-region.
I introduce the common three-year SDGs goals for the East Asia region. (2021-2024)
-SDGs #4: Education -SDGs #5: Empowerment - SDGs #15: Ecosystem (Life on Land)

2023 Major external activities of East Asia regional coordinators 
1.  Mongolia’s ‘New Brilliant Club’ strives to receive new approval from BPW International
2.  Reading of the International President’s message at BPW Korea’s Candle Lighting Ceremony
3.  Attendance at the 3rd Asia Pacific YBPW Symposium held in Taiwan
4.  Attended the Jeju Peace Forum with former International President Freda Miriklis, attended the Korea     
     Federation’s mentoring event, and held a meeting with foreign mentees (approximately 30 people)
5.  Exchanges with Taiwanese members after attending the Korea-Taiwan Peace Forum held by the 
     Taiwanese government at the National Assembly Building in Korea
6.  Attend Taichung 2nd Club founding ceremony

There were many events held in Taiwan this year. My hope is to visit one or two countries among Japan, 
Hong Kong, and Mongolia next year.

I will briefly report on activities in each country in the East Asian region.

1. BPW Japan 
>   Founded:1958(Federation), Total of 16 Clubs (14 Clubs + 3 associates), Members: 237
>   Goal: "Advancement of WEPs to achieve SDGs Goal 5" (2021-2024)
	 •    Project 1: Equal Pay Day Campaign
	 •    Project 2: For the Young Women (Young Speech Contest, Internships at CSW)
	 •    Project 3: Diversity Educator Training Program
>   2023 Main activities
	 - Hosting seminars for diversity educators
	 - Attended IFBPW Leaders’ Summit and Claire Fulcher Dinner (5 members)
	 - BPW Japan, with support from the Cabinet Office's Gender Equality Bureau and the Ministry of 	
	    Health, Labor and Welfare, calculates the EPD date every year based on Japanese government 
	    statistics and conducts a campaign.
	 - Japanese executives visited the Cabinet Office, Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, and Ministry 
	    of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to deliver the Nagasaki Declaration and 
	    engage in advocacy activities.
	 - Attempt Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DE&I) to achieve SDGs and realize gender equality through 
	    industry-academia-government-private cooperation
	 - Issue a statement on all harassment and sexual violence

2. BPW Korea
> Founded: Jun 28, 1968(Federation), Total of 20 Clubs, Members: 350
> Goal: "Promote Women’s Empowerment" (2021-2024)
	 •  Project 1: Career Development and Leadership Reinforcement
	 •  Project 2: Gender Equality and Women Empowerment
•	 Project 3: Zero Disposable Product
> 2023 Main activities
	 - Candle Lighting Ceremony held 

BPW ASIA-PACIFIC 
EAST ASIA SUB-REGION REPORT 2021-2023
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	 - 28th BPW Gold Award Ceremony held (This year’s winner was Jo Joo-wan, CEO of LG Electronics.)
	 - 12th International Student Mentoring Agreement Ceremony held
	 - Seminar held to commemorate International Women’s Day hosted by Jeju Club
	 - Held a meeting with foreign mentees and BPW mentors with BPW Past International President
	    Freda Miriklis.
	 - Korea Federation regular general meeting held (2 days and 1 night), new president elected
	    (October 29, 2023) 

3. BPW Taiwan 
> Founded: May 29, 2008(Federation), Total of 14 Clubs, Members: 735 (As of Sep. 30, 2023)
* 3 new clubs founded in 2023 (ChaiYi Lily Club (Mar.) (Hsin Chu Club (Aug.) Taichung 2nd Club (Oct.)     
> Goal: “Ecosystem (include Sustainable Development)” (2021-2024)
	 •  Project 1: Hold corporate visitation who dedicated in ESG concept and promote ecosystem education
	 •  Project 2: Online English Learning Program with SDGs concept
	 •  Project 3: Planting Project
> 2023 Main activities
	 - Participated in Civic National Affairs Conference 
	 - BPW Taiwan co-hosts the event to advocate that women and girls have the same rights to participate
	 - in STEM education, training, and decision-making
	 - Participated IFBPW events in New York & Virtual NGO CSW67 Parallel meeting
	 - Support and participation in the 3rd AP Young BPW Symposium (April 2023)     
	 - ESD Speech in Taichung Public Library
	 - Held the World Environment Day Forum (Location: Formasa Yacht Hotel in Tainan)
	 - 25 BPW Taiwan members participated as peace delegates in the ‘East Asia Geopolitical Change: 
	 - Past and Future’ Peace Forum hosted by Taiwan and held at the National Assembly Hall in Korea. 
	 - Taichung 2nd Club founding ceremony was held (October 21, 2023)

4. BPW Hong Kong   
> Founded: July 2015, 1 Club, Members: 20
> Goal: “Empowerment, Education, Ecosystem, Creativity, Cooperation, and Connections
	 •  Project 1: Mind, Body and Soul (Project MBS)
	 •  Project 2: Generation Equality (Project GenE)
	 •  Project 3: Women Enacted by Blockchain (Project WEB) 
> 2023 Main activities 
	 - Summer retreats with members held (Date: June 17, 2023)
	 - Signed a sisterhood relationship with a new club in Mongolia which was newly established this year 
	    (June 17, 2023)
	 - Global Skills Workshop 2023
	 - Members of various occupations share insights on career and life design with Clancy. 
	 - Attended the 2023 Hong Kong JCI Bauhinia She Leads opening ceremony.
	 - Received a letter of appreciation from JCI City Lady as a STEM project and support organization.

5. BPW Mongolia 
>Founded: March 2023, 1 Club, Members: 21
	 -  Approved as a ‘BPW New Brilliant Club’ by BPW International (March 2023)
	 -  Signed sisterhood relationship with BPW Hong Kong (June 17, 2023) 

Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   69Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   69 11/4/2023   01:52:3411/4/2023   01:52:34



70

To begin my report, I would like to recognise and honour the women from 
across the Oceania region who passed away during this triennium, for their 
guidance, mentorship, leadership and friendship, so in brief:  
	 •  Past International President Dr Patricia (Pat) Harrison OAM 	
	     1999-2002 (BPW Australia)
	 •  Judith van Unen, BPW Australia President 2000-2004
	 •  Dr Janis Shaw, BPW Australia Past President 2014-2016
	 •  Audrey Harris QSO, BPW New Zealand Past President 1989-1991, Life 
                 Member 1992
	 •  Maureen Eardley-Wilmot, BPW New Zealand Past President 
                1998-2001 
	 •  Alix Haywood, BPW New Zealand Past President 1983-1985
                 From the BPW Asia-Pacific Region that deserve special recognition 
	     in this report is:
	 •  Past International President Chonchanok (Nok) Viravan for the 
	     tremendous work she did in ensuring we had a clear understanding 
	     of our roles, responsibilities as Coordinating Committee members
	 •  Masako Hiramatus, BPW Japan, her mentorship, her work for Asia Pacific Women and her 	
                quiet but indominable spirit who continued to work for the empowerment of women.

	 Finally, one last woman to recognise and that was our BPW Past International President 
Tuulikki Juusela, BPW Finland, and why, she was elected the BPW International President when the 
International Board meeting being held in New Zealand was changed to the International Congress 
and General Assembly (1985).  Our connections ran deep. 
	 Having met, worked and being mentored by some of these amazing women since becoming a 
BPW Member their passing is a loss personally, but, also to the women and men that they have
influenced through their own careers and roles within BPW nationally and Internationally.  
			            
			            May her light continue to shine from above and HerStory never be lost.
Some general business:
	 Following the re-election of BPW Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator Dr Narudee Kiengsiri,
I was asked if I would again undertake the role of Oceania Sub-Regional Coordinator.  I had just been 
invited and appointed as the new BPW International Constitutional Advisory Committee (CAC) Chair 
(2021-2024) and therefore I obtained confirmation from our International President and Asia-Pacific 
Constitutional Advisor PIP Chonchanok (Nok) Viravan if there was any conflict of interest.  Neither 
was considered as each role operated differently so I accepted the position for a second triennium.
	 One of the things both PIP Nok and I felt was a more structure process and review of our
regulations (discussed separately) were required, so more engagement, meetings and collaboration 
across the wider Region.  Thank you to BPW Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator Narudee and her 
committee as more regular meetings, newsletters and reports were presented by all.  
	 We took the opportunity to look inwards at what we can do better and there is some amazing 
work been put in place that will allow our future Regional Coordinator and her selected Coordinating 
Committee to move forward with a strong foundation to work from.

BPW ASIA-PACIFIC 
OCEANIA SUB-REGION REPORT 2021-2023
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Oceania, this amazing multi-cultural and diverse environment:
	 The Oceania region is one of the largest in water mass as well as having the 6th largest country 
land mass (Australia) and with Covid-19 closing islands and flights down travel in resulted in some 
places going into full lockdown and no access and restrictions across any form of travel.  While this 
was the negative there was the shift with online meetings, WhatsApp and Messenger communication 
and regular emails with the Presidents across the Region.  There was more information exchanged, 
updates through social media of all the online meetings and a level of engagement that had previously 
been a little fragmented.  This was the positive in strengthening connections across the Region.
	 At the Oceania Sub-Regional Meeting (mini conference) we had an excellent range of speakers 
from across our region and some of our members illustrate the challenges of cultural, immigration, 
social and economic barriers that is impacting on how women are engaging in the workforce.

Members stories to finish….
	 As our APRC Dr Narudee Kiengsiri has included the last Oceania
regional report within her report it seemed appropriate to now leave you with 
some updates across the Region:

BPW Australia: has 241 members.  Unfortunately with the change in the 
Asia-Pacific conference dates/year the majority of BPW Australian members 
who would have attended but had to decline as their own National Federation 
Conference is being held on the 17th – 19th November 2023.  President Jacqueline Graham will be 
stepping down at this conference and their candidate for the Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator 
Angela Tomazos, Director of Policy was unable to attend due to being on the Darwin conference
planning committee but sent her warmest regards to all.

BPW Pago Pago (American Samoa):  has three women who have been a part of the club since its
establishment.  They undertook to revigorated their membership through a mentoring programme, 
but Covid-19 had a huge impact.  I am pleased to report that our Executive Vice President Membership 

BPW Port Moresby (Papua New Guinea Affiliate Club):  has 74 members and 
at time of this report had 14 members registered and heading to Bahrain for the 
conference. They have continued to grow their membership and their scholarship 
programmes are making a significant difference to the lives of women, young 
girls and boys.

BPW New Zealand:  has started to see a growth 
through the interaction of their online BPW Aotearoa 
meetings, where women from across New Zealand 
have the opportunity to connect and hear some inspirational 

speakers.  President Janet Gibb, with her Executive, has reinstated the Leadership 
Forum and this year it was held as an online event.  One of the newest
Individual members had joined on the day and the YoungBPW member 
provided skills in social media which the clubs were all taking advantage of 
her business knowledge and skills.

Kia kaha kauaemua – Be Strong Sisters
Carolyn Savage

BPW Asia Pacific Sub-Regional Coordinator Oceania 2021-2024
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BPW ASIA-PACIFIC 
SOUTH & CENTRAL SUB-REGION  ASIA REPORT 2021-2023

BPW Nepal | BPW Pakistan |BPW Mumbai | BPW Kazakhstan

BPW Nepal is a federation and is conducting various activities 
trainings, health Camps, they have also been working towards 
sustainable projects that directly and indirectly works towards 
environment. Recycle for a Cause, the project of upcycling jeans 
and using the collected profit for charity is being continued. 
Women empowering projects like vocational trainings, trainings 
for tailoring, self-defense is continuing throughout the country. 
Awareness and Literacy Classes on various topics are conducted 
by different chapters. Health Camps are being conducted in different 
areas of the country. Celebration of 50th Anniversary of BPW 
Nepal was celebrated. 
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BPW Pakistan has been carrying out long term projects and 
programs. Women empowerment projects are continuing. An-
niversary of BPW Pakistan was celebrated. Girl’s school has 
been running which was established by BPW Pakistan to edu-
cated young girls.

BPW Mumbai works for art and different social causes. Art ex-
hibitions like “Explore the origin of Modern Indian Art” has 
been conducted. 

BPW Kazakhstan is newly formed club which has been sub 
divided under South Asia.
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BPW ASIA-PACIFIC 
WEST ASIA SUB-REGION REPORT 2021-2023

Dear sisters,
In addition to many significant achievements signed by BPW Lebanon, there is 
the current project "Sewing to Resuscitate a Story." This initiative began after the 
August 4 Beirut Blast, when BPW Australia expressed its sympathy and solidar-
ity with Lebanon by donating a 40 ft. container containing 93 sewing machines 
and accessories.
With the donated materials, BPW Lebanon took the initiative to enable women 
in need of work to sew blankets and offer them to those affected by the blast. 
These women were paid for their hard work with funds donated by BPWI and 
ABWOC.
So far, three workshops have been launched, in addition to the main workshop 
in Jounieh. Many exhibitions have taken place in Lebanon, with the presence of 
Sheikha Hissah Al Sabah, and in France, with the support of BPW Lyon.
To date, this project has helped over 200 families in need, and we hope it can ac-
commodate even more as the workshops and exhibitions continue to grow and 
develop in the near future.
UAE, Kuwait, Morocco and Bahrain organized many workshops with experts in 
cooking, sewing, handcrafts etc.....
and even during Covid, they did online fashion show.
Syria organised more than conference to empower woman, but the earthquake 
of Turkey came to change all the regular activities, and pushed them to focus on 
helping and supporting affected people.
Finally, I can say that all Arab countries will be connected to a HUB, located in 
Bahrain, hoping will be in the region the biggest workshop for young entrepre-
neur, in order to training them in Jewellery, cooking, art, design, music, hand-
crafts, media and more.....
You will discover a model of this HUB during this regional conference

Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   74Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   74 11/4/2023   01:52:3511/4/2023   01:52:35



75

Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   75Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   75 11/4/2023   01:52:3511/4/2023   01:52:35



76

The Third BPW International
Asia Pacific YOUNG Symposium 2023 

Taiwan Women Leadership: 
Thriving In A Post-Pandemic World

	 BPW International Asia Pacific YOUNG Symposium is one of the most important 
international symposium in Asia and Pacific region. As an international symposium, we 
look forward to providing a deeper and broader communication platform to achieve 
cross-border, cross-field, and cross-generation transmission, to strengthen Young 
BPW members’ understanding of international development and international
affairs, and to give back to the world. 
	 For this symposium, we are very honored to invite domestic and foreign
experts and scholars in various fields to share their experiences and unique views, 
create an inspiring and diverse content, and aim at the three themes of education, 
economy and cultural connection, which were indicated by the Asia Pacific Committee. 
We will conduct-in-depth discussions and exchange opinions to encourage more 
young more young women to shine and dream in their own fields, and to exert the 
influence of our Young BPW in many different filed. 

 

BPW ASIA-PACIFIC 
YOUNG BPW REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 2021-2023
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 	 As members of young BPW, we are very lucky to have a group of outstanding 
seniors behind us. I want every Young BPW member to know that I admire each and 
every one of you, that you come here on behalf of yourselves, your country and the 
role of women in this new world.

	 The Third BPW International Asia Pacific YOUNG Symposium 2023 Taiwan 
brought to a great successful close.  There are totally 200 participants from 13 nations. 
After returning home, distinguished speakers and BPW sisters sent numerous messages 
to us to express their appreciations and compliments. 
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	 The help we received from Taiwan central and local governments: the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Taoyuan City Government, 
Taoyuan City Council, Department of Youth Affairs Taoyuan, for their high attention 
and assistance, so that more Young BPW members can participate in this event. It is 
also the first time in the history, the young BPW members can attend the YOUNG 
Symposium FREE Registration.
	 We have turned full friendship into unforgettable memories and encourage-
ment. We also advocated the theme “Women Leadership Thriving Post-Pandem-
ic World” successfully, so that women can be lifted and the world can be advanced.
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FINANCE POLICY & REPORT
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Asia-Pacific Financial Policy and Budget
for 2021-2024.

Asia Pacific Regional Conference in Bahrain
6th - 9th November 2023

Proposed in 2021 by
• Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator - Dr. Narudee.
• Past International President - Dr. Chonchanok.
• Asia-Pacific Regional Finance Officer - Dr. Atchara (Ally).

I. Use at most 80% of Asia-Pacific Regional Fund during the triennium.
   Income for Regional Fund: For 2017-2021, Regional Due is 1 Euro 
   per member
   per year (invoice together with BPW International Dues).
	 According to Covid-19 pandemic: -
		  a) Regional dues for year 2022 shall be waived. (DONE)
		  b) Regional dues for year 2023 shall be reduced by 50%.
		       (= 0.5 Euro per member). (DONE)
		  c) Regional dues for year 2024 shall be back the same as 2021.
		      (= 1 Euro per member).

Note: 	 This proposal had been approved at the Online President 
  	  	 Meeting in 2021.

Proposed Asia-Pacific Financial Policy and Budget for 2021-2024.
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II. Possible Expenditure Items: Asia-Pacific Regional Fund is to be decided and
approved by Regional Coordinator. For example:
	 Regional Spending about 50% of the Set Budget.
		  - Support Regional projects.
		  - Assist BPW Affiliates in the Asia-Pacific Regional if crisis.
		  -  Support operation of Online Activities in Asia-Pacific Regional. 	
	 Sub-Regional Spending about 40% of the Set Budget.
		  -  Support sub-regional activities or conferences.
		  -  Partially support airfare of Regional Committee members.
	 Young BPW Spending about 10% of the Set Budget.
		  -  Support Asia-Pacific Young BPW projects / Symposium.

Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   81Program book BPW Asia Pacific 2023.indd   81 11/4/2023   01:52:4111/4/2023   01:52:41



82

Asia Pacific Fund
100 %

   a) Support Regional projects.
   b) Assist BPW Affiliates in the Asia-
       Pacific Regional crisis.
   c) Support operation Online
       Activities in Asia-Pacific Regional.

    d) Support sub-regional activities
         or conferences.
    e) Partially support registration fee / air 
         fare of Regional
         Committee members.

     f) Support Asia-Pacific
         Young BPW project /
         Symposium.

Triennium expenditure <
80%

Regional Spending < 50% Sub-RegionalSpending <40% Young BPW spending < 10%
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ABOUT BPW BAHRAIN
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About BPW Bahrain

	 The International Federation of Bahraini Business and Professional 
Women is one of the unions officially and globally represented in the international 
Federation of Business and Professional Women And the headquarters of the 
International Federation of BahrainiBusiness and Professional Women previously 
in Jasra and recently moved to its new centre in Andalusia Park in the heart of 
the capital, Manama,The Bahrain International Federation Of Business & 
Professional Women was established in 2012 by 12 businesswomen. 
	 The members look forward to focusing on supporting entrepreneurship 
and encouraging micro and small enterprises to succeed in entering the labor 
market with merit, strength and confidence, while looking forward to support 
and develop the national economy by providing various courses and multiobjective 
workshops to empower women and entrepreneurs. And training them to 
acquire diverse experiences and abilities in preparation for self-reliance, 
material independence and building practical life while practicing commercial 
affairs with boldness, competence and success.
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About BPW Bahrain

Founders of BPW Bahrain

BPW Bahrain Hosting Hawa Al Bahrain

Bahrain Entrepreneur Award given by BPW
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About BPW Bahrain

BPW Bahrain Board Members Celebrating 90 Years of BPW international

BPW Bahrain Hosting BPW President Forum
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CONSTITUTION AND REGULATIONS
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ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL COORDINATOR
 CANDIDATE PROFILES
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Dr. Herlin Chien is an associate professor at 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences, National 
Pingtung University of Science and Technology in 
Taiwan. She holds two doctoral degrees: the first 
PhD in political science (2008) from National 
Sun-Yat Sen University, Taiwan and the second 
PhD in Sustainability Science (2021) from 
Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability, 
United Nations University, Japan.

Her research interests include public private 
partnership, citizen engagement, policy change, 
adaptive governance, and sustainable development. 

	 She works with NGOs including Citizen Congress Watch (CCW), 
Business and Professional Women (BPW), Taiwan Environmental 
Protection Union (TEPU).

	 Her most recent publication include: “Urban Commons in the 
Techno-Economic Paradigm Shift: An ICT-Enabled Climate-Resilient 
Solutions Review, Feb 2022, Environment and Planning B: Urban and 
City Science Special Issue – Smart Cities and Climate-Resilient Urban
Planning; “Evaluating Impacts of Researchers to Enable Sustainability 
Transition: Using Urban Ecosystem Service Literature as An Exemplary 
Field,” Feb. 2022, Environment, Development and Sustainability, 24, 
2345-2361; “Evaluating social–ecological fit in urban stream 
management: The role of governing institutions in sustainable urban 
ecosystem service provision”, 2021, Ecosystem Services, 49, 101285,  
Special Issue: Ecosystem Services Science, Policy and Practice in Asia: 
examples of applications in planning, management and decision making.
 

Dr. Herlin Chien
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	 Since 2006, Herlin has been a visiting scholar at Ecole Normale 
superieure de Lyon, France; University of California, Irvine, USA; 
Shanghai 

	 International Studies University, China and Thammasat University, 
Thailand. In 2020, she served as conference organizing committee 
co-chair for International Sustainable Development Conference 2020 
and in Feb. 2023 she founded Taiwan Sustainability Hub at National 
Pingtung University of Science and Technology (TSH@NPUST) to 
promote 1.5 degree food and consumption transition movement both 
in Taiwan and in Asia.
	
	 Since 2008, Dr. Chien has been an active member of BPW 
Kaohsiung under BPW Taiwan and served as Chair for International 
Affairs Committee for a number of years. In 2011, she acted as panelist 
on Equal Pay Day Workshop at UN-CSW 55. This year at CSW 67, she 
hosted a session for ICT enabled women networking and participation. 
Over the years, she also has conducted research trips to study child 
marriage and female underemployment issues in developing countries. 
In recent years, she pays more attention to explore women’s role in 
climate action. 
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Lisa Fong
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Nasreen Mahdi
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Angela Tomazos 
BPW Australia – Member since 2012 
Nomination for Position of Regional Coordinator Asia Pacific, BPW 
International 2024 
 
Angela is Australian born second generation Greek Australian business 
leader, advisor and community advocate.  
 
A banking and finance professional of 28 plus years, Angela’s current 
leadership role for past 13 years is with one of the 4 major financial institutions 
in Australia, National Australia Bank (NAB). Her responsibilities as Business 
Bank Executive for Northern Territory are to manage the distribution business 
including strategic plan execution, people leadership, stakeholder 
engagement, financial performance, financial advisory services and risk 
management and solutions. 

Her advocacy roles are Director of Policy & Vice President of the Australian 
Federation of Business & Professional Women and founding member and 
Chair of Hellenic Australian Chamber of Commerce & Industry (NT) Inc 
(HACCI), including founding member of HACCI National Federation. 
 
Angela has previously served on Australian Government advisory boards for 
Northern Australia Ministerial Forum and Northern Territory Government 
Economic Reconstruction Implementation, both by Ministerial appointment.  
In 2022, Angela joined the board of Museum and Art Gallery of Northern 
Territory by Ministerial appointment for a 3-year term.  
 
Angela was the 2019 Telstra Northern Territory Business Women’s Medium & 
Large Business Award winner.  

Angela is also a member of Australian Institute of Company Directors, 
Financial Services Institute of Australasia, and Women on Boards Australia.  
 

Angela Tomazos
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ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2023 
PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES
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ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2023 
Participating Countries

American Samoa
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Djiboti

Papua New Guinea

ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2023 
Participating Countries
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ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2023 
Planning Committee 

Advisor 

1.	 Dr.Catherine Bosshart     BPW International President 

2.	 Dr.Amany Asfour      BPW Past International President 

Committee 

1. 	 Dr. Narudee Kiengsiri  BPW International Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator

2. 	 Shaikha Hend Bint Salman Alkhalifa  President, BPW Bahrain

3. 	 Khairiya Al Dashti Secretary General, BPW Bahrain 

4.	 Ameena Alkhan BPW Bahrain, Executive Secretary 

5. 	 Carolyn Savage BPW International Constitution Advisory Chair

6. 	 Chularat(Toyting) Israngkool Na Ayutthaya BPW Internationall 1st 

	 Vice President, UN

7. 	 Maide Yarza Assistant Excecutive Secreatary, BPW International

	 Executive and APRC Recording Secretary 

8. 	 Chihua Li  BPW Asia Pacific Young BPW Representative

9. 	 Fanyun Tung Young BPW Taiwan

10. 	 Chavalan Atthasuwan Young BPW Thailand

11. 	 Savica Limpasuvanna  Young BPW Thailand 

12. 	 Avipsa Prasai  Young BPW Nepal

Special Acknowledgement All in One Studio Co.,Ltd. 
Jirapa Sucharoensuk

jirapa232514@gmail.com
Nop Buangarm 

Piyaporn Thongying
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Thank you
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